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Michasd Lirnas i5 director of comporate dewelopment at Bl Sequndo-based Rew York

Caterer focuses on high- flymg appetltes

EL SEGUNDO: New York
Food Co. gets off the ground
with its new in-flight service,
Chefs With Altitude.

Ey Muhamimed ERHasan

DALY BREEEE

Last August, Michael Limas
took a eatering order that includ.
ed West Coast ltalian focaccia
sandwiches, Petaluma  butter-
miblk-marinated polden chicken
salad, Northwest smoked salmon
and caviar potato flowers.

The food was standard for New
York Feod Ca,

TRt it was unusual that a Secret
Service agent opened cach boxof
food delivered by the El Segunde
catering buiiness. And the foad
went on a plane parked at Long
Beach Alrmport with then-presi-
dentlal candidate John Kerry on

baand.

"t owas  exciting”  recalled
Limas, dircctor of corporate
development at Mew York Food.
“Ir wiad wamcone Wl could pos.
sibly end up as pregident of the
Unlted Sates”

The order also was significam
in that it helped launch the
company’s mew in-llight cater-
kng service, Chefs Wialls Altinade,
dubrbeed CWA.

It was huge. [t leap-frogged
ug o nhinking, "Hey, we can do
this, " vice president Jim Whanon
sabd of the Kerry order. “Ivwas our
flest plame wewent onin

O Monday, Limas recelved the
Eirst batch of 1000 newly printed
coples ol the CWA menu that el
use 1 raeken the new sepdee.

Cwa plans 1o sendoe charter
and private planes from six mle-
pons including LAX, Long Beach,

CHEFS/AC3

ROBENT CASILLASTEY BSEERE
Food Co., which caters to dients aboard private airoraft.




CHEFS: Group’s customer base could be huge

FROM FAGE C1

Santa Monica, Burbank, Van Muys
and John Wayne.

Since that first in-fight job and
another order in Seplember when
Kerry's plane stopped at LAX, New
York Food has filled abowt 40 cater-
ingg onders for aircraft including
some flying professional spores
teams, sald Limas, who directs the
DEW SeTVIce,

CWA could draw on a huge cus-
oaner base,

Mercury Air LAX, a so-called
fixed base operation, provides fuel
and other senvices to an average of
25 charter and private planes at the
hub airport, Mercury operations
manager Lorcan Kelly said.

“We've wied them in the past
1o do some of our office catering.”
Kelly sald of New York Food. "I
their sviation food business is any-
thing Hke their other food, [ think
they'll dovery well.”

MNew York Food Co. caters about
600 weddings a year and 65-75
corporate funclions eachweckday,

The company also nuns two of the
South Bay's most popular wedding
venues, the La Venta Inn in Palos
Verdes Estates and Verandas in
Mahattan Beach.

Its clients include Boeing Co.,
Northrop  Grumman Corp. and
Tormance-based Toyoda  Motor
Sales USA. The in-flight service s
simply an extension of that corpo-
rute business, Limas sajd,

“The food the executlves now
¢at in thelr boardrooms will go inte
charter planes, and they'll be able
o eat it ar 41,000 feet,” Limas said.

The in-fight menu ks a hybrid of
thecompany's menus for corporate
functions and special events such
asweddings. *Thismenu hereisfor
people where first class lsn't good
enough,” Limas said.

New York Food hat no immedi-
ate plans to expand jts facility or
hire more emplovecs,” although
some drivers and chels may be
given more work hours, Wharnton
sald.

The company’s spacious kitchen

could go 1o a round-the-clock
schedule I the in-flight business
takes off, Wharton sald. -

Catering for alrplanes differs
from that for corporate of special
events mainlky in the packaging.
New York Food executive ched
Larry Flemtie said, Some planes
have Hmited storage and can't
sccommodate large platters, or
have microwaves instead of con-
ventional ovens, Flemie said.

The concept of in-fight catering
arose during a company strategy
meeting in2002. The idea had been

peroslating af New York
Food when the Kerry order came,

During the company’s research,
Limas, Wharton, Flente and co-
owners Joe and Lowise Lohman
atténded the National Business
Aviation Association conference
in Lag Viegas, where 87 planes were
parked at the Henderson Executive
Alrport as part of thatevent

“Wewalked through every single
one and checked them out” Limas
snid.



